
Answers to Questions Submitted on July 31 
 

1. Neither the 10 Commandments nor in Jesus teaching is homosexuality 
mentioned as a sin. LGBT people do not choose to be as they are; they are 
born that way. How can we condemn them for this? We might as well 
condemn people for being born left-handed or autistic or green eyed. I do 
not believe most of the people in this church believe we should separate 
ourselves from LGBT people. Take a vote!  

a. This is a more of a statement than a question. We are sure that 
each church member will rely on his or her own interpretation of 
scripture in making this decision. 

 
2. Can LGBT people receive communion in the United Methodist Church? 

a. As we say in our Invitation to the Table, "Christ our Lord invites to 
his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and 
seek to be at peace with one another." If you can say you do or 
have done these three things, you are welcome to receive. 
Additionally, all baptized Christians, of any age (including infants) 
and any Christian denomination are welcome to the Lord's table. It 
is Christ's table. He welcomes all who are baptized in his name, and 
so do we. 

 
3. Jesus brought us grace. God set the church in the beginning to the 10 

commandments. He set guidelines for the pagan and other God 
worshippers, when Jesus brought love, grace, forgiveness of sins and 
accepting everyone as their neighbor.  If the main point is not about gay and 
lesbian people, then why is it the heart of the discussion? 

a. It is the main point of the discussion. Though there are other 
reasons some members are citing for disaffiliation and there are 
broader divisions in the interpretation of Scripture within the 
United Methodist Church, the basis of this current disaffiliation 
process is deep conflict around issues of human sexuality. 

  
4. What happened to love your neighbor? Why was Philip called to the 

Ethiopian Eunuch? He was the first baptized into the Christian church that 
was different. How did the Jews first feel when the gentiles were taken into 
the church? Love one another and accept [all] races and all people. 



a. Again, each church member will rely on his or her own 
interpretation of scripture in making this decision. 

 
5. Who proposed the revision of the Methodist doctrine for integrating the 

ideology of LGBTQ?  
a. The called 2019 General Conference met and re-affirmed the 

traditional language of the BOD. In response to those devastated by 
this decision, the General Conference approved the Provision for 
Disaffiliation #2553 to allow those offended/affected by this 
decision to seek disaffiliation. 

 
6. Why should churches which choose to disaffiliate be required to purchase 

property from the conference, as church members tides and offerings have 
purchased property?  

a. In the North Georgia Conference, there is no requirement to 
purchase property from the United Methodist denomination. If the 
church disaffiliates, the property and all attachments become 
property of the local church.  

 
7. If [the] Bishop does not abide by current doctrines, should he or she be 

terminated? Humans cannot change the Bible scripture. 
a. Bishops in the United Methodist Church are elected for a lifetime. 

They are charged with upholding all of the UMC Discipline. There 
are provisions for a Bishop or any clergy who does not uphold the 
Doctrines of the UMC to be removed.  

 
8. Why are disaffiliated churches required to become Global Methodist, and 

churches which accept LGBTQ remain United Methodist? God formed 
nations, not globals. 

a. Churches that disaffiliate are not required to become GMC. There 
are alternatives, such as Independent Methodist, Free Methodist, 
Southern Methodist.  

 
9. Will all church members be allowed to vote either in person, online, or by 

mail in ballot? Some members are unable to attend in person. 
a.  The disaffiliation agreement states that professing members 

present at the conference can vote.  



 
10.  Homosexuality is stated in Romans [Rom. 1.24-27] and first Corinthians [1 

Cor. 6.9-11] as an abomination to God. Therefore, it is against Christian 
standards to uphold LGBTQ clergy and homosexual marriages.  

a. Again, each church member will rely on his or her own 
interpretation of scripture in making this decision. 

 
11.  Do we get a voice?  

a. Yes, the members of this church will make the decision on 
disaffiliation. 

 
12.  Ray does not believe as many of us do. Our church is doomed if we cannot 

love and include everyone. Homosexuality is not a sin. Clinging blindly to the 
tenants of “the book of discipline,” and ignoring the fact that God himself 
created homosexual. It was written by man and based on centuries – old 
lack of understanding and ongoing prejudices. I pray for enlightenment for 
us all.  

a. Again, each church member will rely on his or her own 
interpretation of scripture in making this decision. 

 
13.  Who is pushing [for] change?  

a. Again, the called 2019 General Conference met and re-affirmed the 
traditional language of the BOD.  

 
14.  When did it start?  

a. 1972 is the first time the human sexuality issue was raised at the 
General Conference. 

 
15.  Has a decision for change been made?  

a.  No. That’s what we’re doing now. 
 

16.  How can the pastor effectively lead a traditional congregation after openly 
admitting to being progressive?  

a. The pastor’s role is to care for the spiritual health and well being of 
the local community and congregation. As such, the pastor will not 
vote on the Affiliation/Disaffiliation of the local church.  

 



17.  Is the pastor a member of this church?  
a. No. All UMC pastors are members of the Annual Conference. The 

pastors’ families are members of their individual churches. 
 

18.  What direction does our pastor want the Elberton United Methodist Church 
to go in? Can’t ride the fence. 

a.  Our pastor prays our congregation will be diligent in seeking God’s 
direction and vision for the people of God at Elberton First United 
Methodist Church. The people of God are all of those who have 
professed their faith, committed to the keeping of the sacraments 
of baptism and communion, who teach, serve and give in love so 
that God’s work and witness in Jesus Christ can be lived out in our 
lives in the world today. For United Methodist we discern God’s call 
on our lives through The Wesleyan Quadrilateral. "Wesley believed 
that the living core of the Christian faith was revealed in Scripture, 
illumined by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and 
confirmed by reason. Scripture [however] is primary, revealing the 
Word of God. 

 
19. Why have so many other churches been told and we have not moved 

forward?  
a. We felt it would interfere with effective ministry. It would have 

been unproductive as information was tentative, changing daily and 
based on assumptions. Until the June 2022 Annual Conference 
defined the rules for disaffiliation, there were a number of different 
options being considered. Now is the appropriate time and we are 
afforded that time by the Annual Conference in which to make our 
decision.  

 
20. If we have bylaws [Book of Discipline] why have they been not followed? 

a. Our Conference, the North Georgia Conference, has committed to 
keeping the 2019 BOD.  

 
21. Do you have to be present to vote? How will membership be verified prior 

to the vote? 
a. Yes, you have to be present to vote. The church staff will audit the 

membership roll prior to the vote. 



 
22. What will be our total cost to disaffiliate? Don’t beat around the bush. 

a.  We must meet our current apportionments (about $40,000), plus 
an additional 12 months of apportionment (based on the budget). 
We would also be responsible for our share of the unfunded 
pension liability, calculated by current market values, plus the 
additional administrative, legal and signage costs to the local 
church, which could be as much as $30,000. However, there would 
be no additional or punitive costs for leaving the denomination. The 
estimated total cost would be roughly $140,000. 

 
23. What happens to the pastor if he doesn’t agree with the vote of the church?  

a. Because Pastor Jim will remain a United Methodist pastor, if the 
vote is to disaffiliate, he will be reappointed to another United 
Methodist congregation. If the vote is to remain United Methodist, 
I would remain as pastor for the appointment year. All UMC 
Pastor’s are appointed one year at a time.  

 
24. David Heydinger preached on others being lost and found. How do we 

reach the lost if we turn them away?  
a.  This decision is not about turning anyone away. It is limited to the 

change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline 
related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or 
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and 
adopted by the 2019 General Conference. 

 
25.  If we were to disaffiliate, where would we worship?  

a. We would still worship in the existing buildings. 
 
26.  How would our pastors be found?  

a. If the church becomes part of the Global Methodist Church, the 
process would be very similar to the United Methodist Church. If 
the church goes independent, the church would have to do its own 
search for a pastor. 

 
 
 



27.  Would Jim have to leave us?  
a. If we disaffiliate and Jim decides to remain United Methodist, he 

would have to leave us. Jim has said that he will remain United 
Methodist.  

 
28.  Do we buy the pastor’s house?  

a. No. The church already owns it. It would remain local church 
property.  

 
29.  Can we keep the pastor as long as they want to?  

a. The systems of appointments in the two denominations are similar. 
Pastors are appointed in consultation with the church and minister. 

 
30.  Are we allowed not to give to the Methodist [denomination] and to give to 

local charities?  
a. No. Both denominations will require that churches to pay 

apportionments.  
 

31. Who hires the new pastors?  
a. The Bishop and the Bishop’s Cabinet.  

 
32. How long can they stay?  

a. In both denominations, as long as it is a good fit, determined year 
to year. 

 
33.  If we disaffiliate, will there be a book of discipline?  

a. It depends. If we align with Global Methodist Church, then yes. If 
we remain independent, then no. 

 
34. Can you give a big picture?  

a. Organizationally, GMC is similar to UMC, but with a flatter 
organization and more local autonomy. 

 
35.  Is December 31, 2023 the day all paperwork should be in place?  

a. No. After December 31, 2023, Provision 2553 is no longer 
valid.HOWEVER, The next opportunity to file our “Intent to 
Disaffiliate” is between January 1, 2023 and February 28, 2023. Our 



district Superintendent has to preside over that vote and has said 
that he is not available until after January 1, 2023. Our decision to 
disaffiliate has to be ratified by the Annual Conference, which 
meets in June of 2023. Without an extension from the Annual 
Conference, that will be our last opportunity for our disaffiliation to 
be ratified.  

 
36.  Therefore shouldn’t the vote be no later than Spring 2023? 

a. Yes. If there is a vote, it must be done in the Spring 2023.  
 

37.  Will funds donated to the located church remain with one sect, the UMC or 
will part also be given to the GMC?  

a. Funds given to the local church remain with the local. Apportioned 
funds will go to either UMC or GMC but never both.  

 
38. Did I hear you say two-thirds of the church members must be present to 

vote?  
a. No. 2/3 of the present professing members must vote “yes” for the 

church to disaffiliate. 
 

39.  The total cost to this church to become a Global Methodist Church?  
a. That is unknown at this time. The Global Methodist Church is likely 

to hold its convening General Conference in 2024, once clergy and 
local churches have had ample opportunity to withdraw from the 
United Methodist Church and join the new denomination. Local 
churches may apply for release from connectional funding 
responsibilities and instead discern the sums they are able to 
contribute to support annual conference and general Church 
expenses prior to the convening General Conference. 

 
40. What happens to pastor’s retirement? 

a. Retirement funds are administered by Wespath. Wespath has 
agreed to provide the same services to Global Methodist Church as 
they currently do for the United Methodist Church. 

 
 
 



41.  What requirements are set for Bishop Sue to allow disaffiliation (based on 
standing rules)?  

a. The local church must be in good standing, in compliance with The 
Book of Discipline. The local church must have held a church 
conference presided over by District Superintendent, at which at 
least two-thirds of the professing members present voted to 
disaffiliate. The terms and conditions of a local church’s 
disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church are required to be 
memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement. The local 
church must complete payments of any unpaid apportionments for 
12 months immediately prior to the disaffiliation date, as well as an 
additional 12 months of apportionments, the local church’s pro rata 
share of Annual Conference’s unfunded pension liability and 
repayment of any grants from the United Methodist Church for 
prior four years immediately prior to disaffiliation date. The local 
church shall cease all uses of “United Methodist,” the Cross & 
Flame insignia and any other intellectual property of the 
denomination and Annual Conference, including removal of all 
signage containing the same. The local church must file for 501©3 
status. The local church shall cooperate with the Annual Conference 
and its staff in securing the records of the local church including 
church archives, membership rolls and historical documents related 
to funerals, baptisms, etc. 

 
42.  Ray excellent presentation, God bless you! What if we don’t disaffiliate 

during this process that starts January 1, 2023?  
a. If the protocol for reconciliation and grace through separation does 

not pass then paragraph 161.3 remains.  
 
43.  Where does the United Methodist Church’s future hold if we stay?  

a. Unless change at General Conference in 2024 or subsequent general 
conferences, it remains the same. 

 
 
 
 



44.  You should ask our church members if we stay, “Do you intend to remain a 
member of EFUMC or will you seek another church?” 

a. We are not going to do that. That is a personal decision for each 
member and their families to prayerfully make, regardless of 
whether we vote to disaffiliate. 

 
45.  What churches in Elbert County are still United Methodist? 

a. At this time, Elberton First, Eliam, Francis Asbury, Concord, Wesley 
Chapel, Coldwater, Cokesbury, (Bowman?) 

 
46. What is 2553? And why is that important?  

a. It is the only path forward for disaffiliation at this time. 
¶ 2553. Disaffiliation of a Local Church Over Issues Related to Human 
Sexuality—1. Basis— Because of the current deep conflict within The United 
Methodist Church around issues of human sexuality, a local church shall have a 
limited right, under the provisions of this paragraph, to disaffiliate from the 
denomination for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements 
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality 
or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as 
resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or 
inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.  

 

Time Limits—The choice by a local church to disaffiliate with The United 
Methodist Church under this paragraph shall be made in sufficient time for the 
process for exiting the denomination to be complete prior to December 31, 
2023. The provisions of ¶ 2553 expire on December 31, 2023 and shall not be 
used after that date. 3. Decision Making Process—The church conference shall 
be conducted in accordance with ¶ 248 and shall be held within one hundred 
twenty (120) days after the district superintendent calls for the church 
conference. In addition to the provisions of ¶ 246.8, special attention shall be 
made to give broad notice to the full professing membership of the local church 
regarding the time and place of a church conference called for this purpose and 
to use all means necessary, including electronic communication where possible, 
to communicate. The decision to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church 
must be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the professing 
members of the local church present at the church conference. 4. Process 
Following Decision to Disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church—If the 
church conference votes to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church, the 



terms and conditions for that disaffiliation shall be established by the board of 
trustees of the applicable annual conference, with the advice of the cabinet, the 
annual conference treasurer, the annual conference benefits officer, the 
director of connectional ministries, and the annual conference chancellor. The 
terms and conditions, including the effective date of disaffiliation, shall be 
memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement between the annual 
conference and the trustees of the local church, acting on behalf of the 
members. That agreement must be consistent with the following provisions:  
 
a) Standard Terms of the Disaffiliation Agreement. The General Council on 
Finance and Administration shall develop a standard form for Disaffiliation 
Agreements under this paragraph to protect The United Methodist Church as 
set forth in ¶ 807.9. The agreement shall include a recognition of the validity 
and applicability of ¶ 2501, notwithstanding the release of property therefrom. 
Annual conferences may develop additional standard terms that are not 
inconsistent with the standard form of this paragraph. 
 
b) Apportionments. The local church shall pay any unpaid apportionments for 
the 12 months prior to disaffiliation, as well as an additional 12 months of 
apportionments. 
 
c) Property. A disaffiliating local church shall have the right to retain its real and 
personal, tangible and intangible property. All transfers of property shall be 
made prior to disaffiliation. All costs for transfer of title or other legal work shall 
be borne by the disaffiliating local church. 
 
d) Pension Liabilities. The local church shall contribute withdrawal liability in an 
amount equal to its pro rata share of any aggregate unfunded pension 
obligations to the annual conference. The General Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits shall determine the aggregate funding obligations of the annual 
conference using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, from 
which the annual conference will determine the local church’s share. 
 
e) Other Liabilities. The local church shall satisfy all other debts, loans, and 
liabilities, or assign and transfer them to its new entity, prior to disaffiliation. 
 
f) Payment Terms. Payment shall occur prior to the effective date of departure. 



g) Disaffiliating Churches Continuing as Plan Sponsors of the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits Plans. The United Methodist Church believes that a 
local church disaffiliating under ¶ 2553 shall continue to share common religious 
bonds and convictions with The United Methodist Church based on shared 
Wesleyan theology and tradition and Methodist roots, unless the local church 
expressly resolves to the contrary. As such, a local church disaffiliating under ¶ 
2553 shall continue to be eligible to sponsor voluntary employee benefit plans 
through the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits under ¶ 
1504.2, subject to the applicable terms and conditions of the plans. 
 
h) Once the disaffiliating local church has reimbursed the applicable annual 
conference for all funds due under the agreement, and provided that there are 
no other outstanding liabilities or claims against The United Methodist Church 
as a result of the disaffiliation, in consideration of the provisions of this 
paragraph, the applicable annual conference shall release any claims that it may 
have under ¶ 2501 and other paragraphs of The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church commonly referred to as the trust clause, or under the 
agreement. 
 


